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Webinar Part I: August 10th 
Differences between child support and spousal
support, including a discussion on tuition
What is equitable distribution 
Differences between Family and Supreme Court 
What are NY’s Get laws
What is Financial Abuse

Financial
Abuse 101

Webinar Part II: August 17th
Common challenges in Court as a result of
financial abuse 
Strategies to address these challenges 
How to protect yourself financially pre and post
separation 
Financial literacy tips and strategies 



If I separate,
can I get any
financial
support? 

The Child Support Standards Chart can be used to

determine an approximate annual child support

obligation

COVID-19 has impacted income and thus entitlement

to child support and spousal support. 



Child
Support
Standards
Chart
(CSSA)



Spousal
Support
Calculator 



Will I recieve
an order for
school
tuition?

The Court may award educational expenses for private
tuition in cases where “justice requires” payment of tuition
or when such payment would promote the child’s best
interests:

Parties’ respective educational histories
Children’s educational histories, including adult children of the
marriage
The parties’ financial means

“Special needs or circumstances” justifying inclusion of private
school tuition
Child’s special needs
Family’s religious values as a central part of the family’s
lifestyle
Agreement between the parties to raise the children in a
certain religion or to send them to private school



How do I get
support if my
Ex-Partner
works off the
books?  

What is imputed income? 

In certain cases, for purposes of spousal and child

support, courts consider the earning capacities of

the parties, not their actual on the books income.
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Transferring

Assets

Equitable Distribution 
New York is an equitable
distribution state. 

During a divorce, property division is
handled in a way deemed “most fair”
to both sides. It does not mean that all
property will be split 50/50 between
spouses. The court takes into account
factors regarding the marriage and
contributions of each party.

Bank

Accounts

What are

marital

assets?



Notice of
Entry of
Automatic
Orders



Where can I file?

What is the
difference
between
Supreme and
Family Court?

Family Court: child support and spousal support

Supreme Court: divorce, child support, spousal

support and equitable distribution 

COVID-19 has impacted filing in NYS



Will my religious
divorce (get) be
addressed by the
court? 

Can I file for divorce if I am only religiously married?

Yes! New York recognizes religiously married couples who do

not have a marriage license.

What are the Get Laws?

DRL 253: Plaintiff in a divorce needs to remove “barriers” to

the other spouse’s remarriage 

 Domestic Relations Law section 236: Refusal of either party

to remove barriers to the other’s remarriage is a factor when

deciding maintenance and equitable distribution 

Case law



Removal of
Barriers to
Remarriage 



“A healthy relationship is one in which each [partner] feels
responsible for enjoying, considering, and caring for the other
- emotionally, spiritually, physically and psychologically.” ~
Lisa G. Twerski, LCSW

Control Through Finances

Are you on a tight budget but your partner or spouse is not? 
Do they make you account for every penny spent?
Do they harass you over every expense, questioning you endlessly, but
expect to be able to make financial decisions as they see fit?
Do you have to hand over any money you make, but don’t actually have
access to money, except for what they decide to give you?
Do you find yourself lying about or hiding money, because you’re worried
you might not have any when you need it?



Preventing you from

getting a job or

keeping a job

Making you

ask or beg

for money

Giving you

an

allowance 

Not letting you know

about or have access to

family income

Taking your

moneyPartner

acting like

the "master

of the

castle" 

Hiding or

transferring

assets Taking out

debt in your

name

Forcing the

sale of the

home

Refusing to

contribute to the

household 



Part I: Recap

Differences between CS and SS
What is equitable distribution 
Differences between Family and Supreme
Court 
What are NY’s Get laws
What is Financial Abuse

Join Shalom
Task Force
for Part II of
Financial
Abuse 101 on
Monday,
August 17th 

Part II: Preview 

Common challenges in Court as a result of
financial abuse 
Strategies to address these challenges 
How to protect yourself financially pre and
post separation 
Financial literacy tips and strategies 



Contact us
Sarah' s Voice: Free Legal Services

Call/ Text: (347) 592-2124
Email: legalintake@shalomtaskforce.org

Shalom Task Force Confidential  Hotline
(718) 337-3700

STF Hotline Confidential Whatsapp/Text Chat Line
(888) 883-2323

For more information visit:  
https://shalomtaskforce.org/

Join us for 
Part II:
NEXT

MONDAY


