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Arbitration: An an impartial adjudicator, that is separate from the courts, which

upon the parties' consent can make decisions on the case 

Beis Din: a rabbinical court that upon the parties' consent can make decisions

on their case, including but not limited to, the Get (religious divorce) 

Civil Court: government organization that makes decisions between the

parties' upon one party filing for relief 

Legalese Explained 



Arbitration Process 

What is an arbitration agreement?

When should you sign one?

*** TAKE HOME ***

Do not sign a binding arbitration agreement before consulting

an attorney 





When do you go to the Beis Din?

When do you go to Civil Court? 

Differences between Beis Din 

and Civil Court  



S U P R E M E

C O U R T  

F A M I L Y

C O U R T

CUSTODY/ VISITATION 

PARENTING TIME

EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF

PROPERTY OR DEBT

(SUBJECT TO SUPREME OR FAMILY COURT

REVIEW BASED ON ‘BEST INTEREST’)

CHILD SUPPORT

B E I S  D I N

DIVORCE

I S S U E

ORDER OF PROTECTION

SPOUSAL SUPPORT / TEMPORARY

MAINTENANCE

GET (RELIGIOUS DIVORCE)

(TYPICALLY WITHIN CONTEXT OF DIVORCE)

(TYPICALLY WITHIN CONTEXT OF DIVORCE)

(TYPICALLY WITHIN CONTEXT OF DIVORCE)

(TYPICALLY WITHIN CONTEXT OF DIVORCE) (REFERRED TO AS SPOUSAL SUPPORT)



Beis Din: Pros

Religiously competent

Flexibility 

Problem solving approach

Potentially cheaper 

Better equipped to address the Get: not bound by the constitutional

limitations as a civil court 



Beis Din: Cons
Requires careful selection 

Need both parties consent to engage with the forum 

Flexibility lends itself to abuse

Lack of oversight or recourse 

Issues enforcement of temporary orders

Custody and child support may not be binding

Lack of resources 

Attorney for the Child (AfC), forensic, supervisor 

Lack of proper safeguards for domestic violence survivors and order of protection remedies

Parties generally need civil court to some degree

Will still need the civil divorce to do grounds for a civil marriage 



Are arbitration

agreements

enforceable? 



Avitzur V. Avitzur, 58 N.Y.2d 108 (1983)

Clauses to arbitrate in a rabbinical

tribunal are enforceable under

contract theory



Glauber v. Glauber, 192 A.D.2d 94 (2nd Dept. 1993)

"Such a forum may properly address certain issues

arising under a separation agreement, for example CS

and spousal maintenance. However, when

circumstances require determining which living

arrangements are in the best interests of children,

courts alone must undertake the task.”



“An award may be vacated on public policy

grounds if it fails to comply with the CSSA”

Can throw out other issues if they are so

“intertwined” with the support issues that

they can not stand on their own merits

Hirsch v. Hirsch, 4 A.D.3d 451 (2nd dept. 2004)



The Two Get Laws:

What are they and do

they work?



“Any party to a marriage defined in subdivision one of this

section who commences a proceeding to annul the

marriage or for a divorce must allege, in his or her verified

complaint that, to the best of his or her knowledge, that he

or she has taken or that he or she will take, prior to the

entry of final judgment, all steps solely within his or her

power to remove any barrier to the defendant’s

remarriage following the annulment or divorce” 

DRL § 253 Removal of Barriers 



The “court shall, where appropriate, consider

the effect of a barrier to remarriage” in the

disposition of property and post-divorce

maintenance awards

DRL § 263(B)(5)(h) and DRL §236(b)(6)(o)



Limitations to the Get Law

Cases where the Agunah is the Plaintiff

Cases where there the parties are low income or do not own

assets

Constitutional concerns about the Get laws – challenges in

court and can lead to expensive litigation 

1.

2.

3.



Why is community

support vital? 

What can we do as a

community? 



Contact us
Sarah' s Voice: Free Legal Services

Call/ Text: (347) 592-2124
Email: legalintake@shalomtaskforce.org

 
Shalom Task Force Confidential  Hotline

(718) 337-3700
 

STF Hotline Confidential Whatsapp/Text Chat Line
(888) 883-2323

 
For more information visit:  
https://shalomtaskforce.org/


